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Rabbis, Beloved Parents, Grandparents, and Friends;

My Bar Mitzvah Torah portion is Lech Lecha.” Tomorrow morning in Shul I will read a part

of it and its accompanying Haphtorah. This Torah portion tells us about many of the trials
and episodes in the life of our forefather, Abraham. It begins by telling us how G-d
commanded Abraham to leave his homeland of Mesopotamia and travel to a land which He, G-d,
would show him. Abraham does as G-d commands him and G-d leads him to the Land of Canaan.
Abraham takes with him only his wife, nephew, and transportable possessions. This movg,

of course, took a lot of courage. Abraham was noilonger a young man. He was forsaking his
homeland, his family, friends, and the greater part 6f his possessions. Yet he did not
hesitate. He went. The Torah is telling us how G-d commanded Abraham to leave his homeland
and uses a curious expression. The Torah says "Vayomer Adonoi El Avram Lech Lecha
Mayortzacho" "and G-d said to Abraham, go for yourself from your land". The normal Hebrew
expression should be "Vayomer Adonoi E1l Avram Lech Mayartzcho" "and G-d said to Abraham,
you go from your land". Instead it says "Lech Lecha" "go for yourself". What can this
possibly mean? How was Abraham going for himself when he was lesing so much by leaving
Mesopotamia and following G-d's command? Obviously, he was going for G-d not for himself.
Really, though, I think the Torah here is telling us something very important. Many times
when we look at G-d's commandments, at the great moral code which He gave us to live by,

we feel that we are doing G-d a favor by observing it. After all, aren't we losing a lot
by leading a decent 1ife? Don't we give up a lot of pleasures and a lot of opportunities
when we limit ourselves to doing only that which is moral and right? But when we get right
down to it, we're not really doing G-d a favor but expanding and developing our own

personality, life, and character. We are the ones who really benefit, not G-d.

At the end of my Torah portion we learn how G-d changes Abraham and Sara's names. Originally
these names were not Abraham and Sara but Abram and Sarai. The difference between their

ald names and their new names is the Hebrew letter, Hey, which is also an abbreviation for
the names of G-d. Before the addition of the letter Hey to their names, their names

meant: Abram, the father of Ram; and Sarai, my princess. After the insertion of the letter

Hey, or G-d, to their names, their names now meant Abraham, the father of many nations
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and Sara, a princess to many nations. The inclusion of G-d and G-d's commandments, the
living of a moral life expands one's life and does not diminish it. It is we who are
benefited by living a moral life and not G-d. Therefore, when G-d told Abraham to "Lech
Lecha" "go for himself”, He was teaching Abraham and all of us an important lesson. It

is my hope and prayer that I will always remember this as I grow up and that I will a%yays

lead a moral and G-dly life.

At this time I would like to thank my parents for all the love and devotion they have
showered on me and my grandparents for all the loving attention they have given me. I
only hope I can give them all the naches they deserve. I would also like to thank Rabbi
Radinsky for preparing me for my Bar Mitzvah and'all my friends and relatives for coming

to celebrate this Simcha with me.




